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Confessions said : " Thou, Lord, hast made us for thyself, and our 
heart is unquiet until it find rest in Thee." 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Gospel for a World of Sin. By Henry van Dyke, 
D.D., Pastor of the Brick Church in New York. New York : 
The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp- x + 2 7§- ^!- 2 5- 

It was almost inevitable that Dr. van Dyke should complement his 
volume of lectures on The Gospel for an Age of Doubt by a book of 
this nature. In common with other continuations, this series chal- 
lenges comparison with its predecessor, and, on the whole, it does no 
discredit to it. Dr. van Dyke is a literary man even more than a 
theologian. He attracts and holds us by his grace of style, and if we 
say, therefore, that the present volume shows more signs of haste than 
the one which preceded it, we only do so by way of warning a most 
facile and charming writer that there is a risk in publishing so much 
and so fast. When Dr. van Dyke says that sin is not a thing to be 
defined, but only to be felt, he sets a very wise limitation to his treatise. 
Throughout his book deals with our feelings rather than with any 
definitions of them. So he declares as to forgiveness through Christ 
that " the attempt to transform any of the glowing words which the 
apostles use to describe it into a cool, abstract, scientific definition 
inevitably results in a misrepresentation." Yet no one can read these 
graphic pages without carrying away a clear conception of theheinous- 
ness of sin and "the inward peace and secret joy, and newness of life," 
which come with forgiveness. The author's book is essentially Christo- 
centric. The true sense of sin is possible only when we accept theism, 
and theism leads to Christianity. In a powerful and elaborate chapter 
Dr. van Dyke shows that without Christ the Bible is a message of 
despair, whereas, if he be restored to his place in it, it becomes the book 
of hope and joy. His vigorous realization of the personality of Christ 
influences his whole treatment of the subject of sin. Christ comes 
into the inner life, and it is his presence there which strikes a blow at 
the malign power that "poisons the streams of human existence at the 
fountain head." Had there been no sin, yet he would have come as the 
revealer of the divine love, and now any imitation of him on our part 
is impossible without first accepting the merits of his atonement. 
Today three great ethical ideas are swaying the human race with increas- 
ing power. These are, the unity and solidarity of mankind, the true 
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notion of law, and the just conception of sin. Our interpretation of 
the message of the cross will be influenced by our interpretation of 
these. Dr. van Dyke's treatise shows how true it is to say also that our 
interpretation of each of these is immensely influenced by our inter- 
pretation of the cross. It is to the literary rather than to the theologi- 
cal mind that this book addresses itself, and for this very reason it is 
likely to find many readers and do excellent service to the cause of 
reasonable Christianity. T. Harwood Pattison. 

Rochester Theological Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



Sermons Preached in Westminster Abbey. By Basil Wil- 
berforce, D.D., Canon of Westminster. New York : E. 
& J. B. Young & Co., 1899. Pp. viii + 244. 5s. 

Canon Wilberforce shares with Canon Gore the greatest 
popularity of the present stated preachers in Westminster Abbey- 
Whenever they appear in its pulpit crowded congregations are in 
attendance. This volume contains eighteen sermons. They treat of 
great subjects and belong to what Canon Wilberforce calls the 
" theological-forwards' school of thought," and he acknowledges his 
deep indebtedness to Dean Farrar, the late Dr. Samuel Cox, and 
others of their way of thinking. The burden of the volume is, in the 
terms of the author, " the larger, the eternal hope." Future punish- 
ment is but the "aeonian remedial process." All human souls shall be 
ultimately restored to God. This is assured on the ground of the 
"responsible Father," "the irresistible all-Fatherhood of God," to 
whose urgency all human wills, either in this world or in the next, must 
inevitably yield. No hyper-Calvinist ever more tenaciously insisted 
upon the election to salvation of certain ones than Canon Wilberforce 
insists upon the final salvation of all. No matter how fixed character 
may become, or how stubbornly rebellious the human will, the divine 
will must at last prevail. He even seeks to explain away the 
unpardonable sin. There is, there can be, no such thing. 

The sermons are mainly addressed to those who are baffled and 
disheartened in the presence of the dark mystery of life, of its 
tangled experiences and keen pain. The canon's hearers are 
encouraged cheerfully and bravely to endure, to keep sweet and true 
in the midst of the terrible struggle, since final victory is sure. He 
stoutly contends for the inherent immortality of man, and valiantly 



